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Designing the display garden
The test garden area at the Spooner Agricultural Research Station has grown many

types of plants over the years.  For three years, the garden held a shrub rose trial.  While the
roses were beautiful, we thought they would look even more beautiful in a mixed
landscape setting using perennials, shrubs, and trees.  An idea began growing: to show
people how to incorporate roses into their home landscape setting.  This simple idea was
the beginning of the garden you see today.

We started with a rectangular space of roughly 50 by 60 feet.  To promote the infor-
mal feel of a home garden, we added gentle curving paths.  The paths were kept wide to
accommodate groups of visitors.  They also provide several ways in and out of the garden
to keep visitors from feeling confined.

A garden this size needed vertical structure as well as the horizontal structure that the
paths would provide.  Arbors, supports, benches, and boulders were designed into the
layout. These provide the necessary vertical structure along with places to rest and enjoy
the garden.  At this point we were ready to add the plant materials.

In designing this garden, we knew that roses were our first priority.  The rose choices
were made to include many varieties and types of roses.  We’ve included the spectrum of
low maintenance hybrid tea roses.  Some are perfectly hardy in our climate, while others
need varying degrees of protection to survive our harsh winters.  Some bloom only once,
some bloom constantly or recurrently.  They vary in growth habit, height, color, bloom
type, time, and fragrance.  We laid out the roses throughout each garden bed, leaving
plenty of room for the rest of the plants.

The next step was to add the larger plant materials, trees, and shrubs.  We chose trees
that would stay small to medium in size.  They had to be big enough to not get lost in a
large garden, yet small enough to not cast too much shade in this sunny space.  Shrubs
were chosen and placed to complement the roses.  We wanted a mix of commonly used
shrubs, with some new and unusual varieties.

Perennials were the final plant type to be added to this space.  We were looking for a
pleasing mix of colors, textures, and bloom times.  Special mention should be made of
grasses and daylilies.  Both seem to have been around forever; however, in recent years they
have seen a tremendous growth in popularity.

Because this is a teaching garden, a balance was struck between design consider-
ations and comparison of different materials.  The garden paths are mulched with cedar
chips, while the plant beds are mulched with shredded cypress.  The four exterior sides of

The Perennial Display Garden is part of the Spooner Ag Research
Station demonstration garden.  The demonstration garden can be found
across from the Sheep Research Facility on Orchard Lane.  Orchard
Lane is located 1½ miles east of Spooner on Highway 70 or ½ mile
west of the Hwy 70/53 interchange.
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